[Chlamydia: diagnostic and treatment].
Chlamydia are obligate intracellular bacteria. Three species are considered human pathogens. Chlamydophila pneumoniae is one of the most common agents of atypical community-acquired pneumonia. Chlamydophila psittaci causes psittacosis, a severe zoonotic pneumonia transmitted by birds. Finally, Chlamydia trachomatis is the etiologic agent of trachoma and urogenital infections. The latter are commonly asymptomatic or paucisymptomatic. Thus, they may remain undiagnosed for years, leading to serious late complications such as salpingitis, ectopic pregnancy and infertility. Currently, the diagnosis of chlamydial infections is essentially based on molecular methods. Treatment should use an antibiotic with good intracellular bioavailability such as tetracycline, macrolides and new generation fluoroquinolones.